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USING THE DSI ADVOCATES LISTSERV

What is the DSI Advocates Listserv?

DSI is Social Security's new Disability Service Improvement process that will be rolled out in Region I starting August 1, 2006. The DSI listserv is an electronic forum through which advocates may share information about DSI and discuss DSI-related issues and experiences.  One of the central purposes of the listserv is to disseminate accurate and updated information about DSI and keep unsubstantiated rumors from spreading.  

The DSI Advocates Listserv is not a place for discussion of general SSI/SSDI advocacy issues.  For those who are interested, there are general SSI/DI practice lists and discussion boards out there, including CONNECT at http://www.traverlaw.com/, and the Severe.net discussion board at http://severe.net/Invision/.  

Joining the Listserv.
Any advocate who handles SSI/SSDI cases in Region I (MA, NH, ME, VT, CT, RI) may join the listserv.  The listserv is not open to staff of Social Security or other government agencies.  To join, send an email to Barbara Siegel at the Disability Law Center at bsiegel@dlc-ma.org.  Make sure that it includes your firm name or organization affiliation.   After you are registered, you will receive an email with your password and additional instructions for confirming your registration.  

Listserv Privacy.

We feel that guaranteeing the privacy of the listserv so that participants feel free to comment is essential to its success. We therefore require registration to join and ask that you do not forward emails outside the listserv.  That said, we cannot guarantee that everything posted on the listserv will remain confidential, so please use your judgment and be discreet where appropriate.  

Sending and Responding to Messages on the Listserv.

The listserv is basically a way to post and archive group emails.  To initiate a posting (as opposed to replying to one), you just address your email to 
dsi-advocates@legalaidlists.org.   Please try to make the "subject" line of the email descriptive of the content of the email.  That will make browsing the email archives much easier for people.  Also, please include your name and office contact information in each email.
 

To respond to a posting, click on REPLY ALL to have your response posted on the listserv.  If you click on REPLY, your response will only go to the person who posted the email, not to the entire list.  
 
The Listserv Archive.
All emails sent to the listserv are saved in an electronic archive that can be searched.  To get to the listserv archive, go to http://www.legalaidlists.org/wws/info/dsi-advocates.  You will need to log in by clicking on the Login button in the upper left corner of the page. 
 [A note about logging in and passwords: You will receive a password when you first sign up for the listserv.  If you forget your password, click on the Send Me a Password button.  To  change your password to something easy to remember,  go to http://www.legalaidlists.org/wws/info/dsi-advocates, click on Subscriber Options on the left side of the page, then click on Preferences on the top of the page].  
To view the archive, click on the Archive button on the left side of the page.  The postings are displayed in chronological order with the responses to each email under the original posting.  Just click on the email you want to look at.  You can also search the archive using the Search box just under the page heading. 
 
Related Websites.   
DSI information and documents will be posted in the DSI section of the masslegalservices website.  The link is http://www.masslegalservices.org/cat/3221.    Documents will also be posted on listserv home page at  http://www.legalaidlists.org/wws/info/dsi-advocates.  Just click on the Shared Web box on the left side of the page.  Information about DSI will also continue to be posted on the NOSSCR website, www.nosscr.org.  
Questions?  Comments?

Contact Barbara Siegel, Staff Attorney, Disability Law Center at bsiegel@dlc-ma.org
or 617-723-8455 x129.
The Protection and Advocacy System for Massachusetts
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