Legislative Committee Listings
The committees form the basis of the legislative organization. Committees hold public

hearings where lobbyists, legislators and citizens can testify in favor or against a particular piece of legislation. There are four types of committees:
1. Standing Committees. Each branch of the General Court maintains its own

Standing Committees. The President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House

appoint members of the Standing Committees to represent their respective

branches. There are seven Standing Committees in the House and four in the

Senate.  For a list of Representatives and Senators on a committee, click on the appropriate link below.


House Standing Committees

 House Committee on Rules
 House Committee on Ways and Means
 House Committee on Bills in the Third Reading
 House Committee on Ethics
 House Committee on Personnel and Administration
 House Committee on Post Audit and Oversight
 House Committee on Steering, Policy and Scheduling
 Floor Division Committee
Senate Standing Committees

 Senate Committee on Ethics and Rules
 Senate Committee on Ways and Means
 Senate Committee on Bills in the Third Reading.
 Senate Committee on Post Audit and Oversight
 Senate Committee on Global Warming and Climate Change
2. Joint Committees. Legislative procedure calls for consideration of each petition by a committee in each branch prior to debate on the floor. Joint Committees include members of both branches (six Senators and 11 Representatives).



Joint Committees

Joint Committee on Bonding, Capital Expenditures and State Assets
Joint Committee on Children, Families and Persons with Disabilities 
Joint Committee on Community Development and Small Business
Joint Committee on Consumer Protection and Professional Licensure
Joint Committee on Economic Development and Emerging Technologies
Joint Committee on Education
Joint Committee on Elder Affairs
Joint Committee on Election Laws
Joint Committee on Environment, Natural Resources and Agriculture
Joint Committee on Financial Services
Joint Committee on Health Care Financing
Joint Committee on Higher Education
Joint Committee on Housing
Joint Committee on the Judiciary
Joint Committee on Labor and Workforce Development
Joint Committee on Mental Health and Substance Abuse
Joint Committee on Municipalities and Regional Government
Joint Committee on Public Health
Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security
Joint Committee on Public Service
Joint Committee on Revenue
Joint Committee on State Administration and Regulatory Oversight
Joint Committee on Telecommunication, Utilities and Energy
Joint Committee on Tourism, Arts and Cultural Development
Joint Committee on Transportation
Joint Committee on Veterans and Federal Affairs
3. Conference Committees. These are temporary bodies that iron out differences in legislation between the two branches. They consist of three members from each branch appointed by the Senate President and the Speaker of the House.

4. Special Committees. These committees are temporary and are established 
for a specified time to study a matter brought before the Legislature (a Special

Committee may be appointed by the Speaker to study a matter related to the House or by the Senate President to study a matter related to the Senate).

