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June 21, 2018
TO:
DES Staff
FR:  
Frank Joyce RN, Senior Director, Disability Evaluation Services (DES)
BY:
Sherry Campanelli MPA, Program Compliance Manager, DES
RE:
MassHealth:  Applicants aged 65 and older requiring disability determination
Purpose:
Usually individuals aged 65 or older are categorically eligible for MassHealth based on age, regardless of disability status, if they also meet non-disability requirements.  However, there are certain instances when eligibility for those age 65 or over requires a determination of disability.  
Background:
The following are situations when it is appropriate for DES to make a disability determination for an applicant age 65 or over:

CommonHealth

MassHealth’s CommonHealth program was established to assist disabled children and working disabled adults, including adults 65 and over, who are not eligible for MassHealth Standard.
Pooled Trust

A pooled trust is a special kind of trust account that is pooled among certain disabled individuals. MassHealth clients (some 65 years or over) with pooled trusts may be referred to DES for disability determinations.
Long Term Care (LTC) 

An individual of any age (including those age 65 or older) who needs long term care services (LTC) in a medical institution, nursing facility or, under certain programs, LTC services to live at home, may require a disability determination.

Process:
When a disability supplement is received for an applicant who is age 65 or older, DES intake staff verify (by contact with MassHealth, as necessary) if it should be processed. Only when verified as needing a disability determination, are supplements for applicants age 65 and older assigned to a Disability Reviewer (DR).

The DR reviews the applicant’s impairments in accordance with the process utilized for all adult MassHealth applicants.  If a vocational review is required, the standards for individuals closely approaching retirement age should be followed including consideration of special vocational profiles.

Note:  Do not request CEs for individuals who are in a nursing facility or other medical institution.
Completed disability determinations for applicants age 65 and older are faxed to the MassHealth Electronic Data Management Center/Health Insurance Processing Center (EDMC/HIPC).
Summary:
Although typically disability determinations are only needed for adults under age 65, in certain circumstances, DES is responsible for determining the disability status of CommonHealth, Pooled trust, and LTC applicants who are 65 or older.
