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An Act Relative to Responsible Welfare Reform

Lead Sponsors: Representative Cabral, Senator Creem

What does the proposed legislation do?

The bill revises Chapter 5, the state’s welfare law, to avoid federal fiscal penalties and preserve subsistence benefits for vulnerable families with children. The bill also directs DTA to provide necessary services and work supports to TAFDC recipients with disabilities and other substantial barriers to employment. Family well-being and fiscal responsibility are the goals of this bill. 

Why is the bill necessary?

When the state’s federal waivers expire in September 2005, the state will be subject to huge financial penalties ($20 million or more per year) if it does not meet federal work participation requirements for recipients receiving benefits in a program that uses federal Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) block grant funds. The bill largely aligns state work requirements with federal law and specifies that TAFDC parents with the most substantial barriers to employment will be covered in a separate TAFDC program funded with state-only funds so neither the state nor these vulnerable families will be financially penalized if the families cannot meet rigid federal requirements for countable hours and activities.

How is the bill responsible?

Massachusetts currently covers parents with disabilities and other employment barriers with state funds that count toward the state’s “maintenance of effort” requirement.  Covering these recipients in a separate state TAFDC program will not involve more than an accounting change and will ensure that they do not count against the federal work participation rate.

The bill would also assure recipients with disabilities equal access to DTA programs, would require DTA to create employment programs targeted to parents with disabilities, and would equalize financial work incentives for persons with disabilities and other substantial barriers to employment. 

Why is the Governor’s expected proposal irresponsible?

The Governor is expected to file legislation to eliminate Chapter 5's exemptions from work requirements and the time limit for parents with severe disabilities, pregnant women in the last trimester, recipients caring for a disabled family member, teen parents, and parents and other caregivers age 60 and older. The Governor’s  anticipated proposal is fiscally irresponsible because it creates a serious risk that the state will incur federal penalties of more than $20 million a year. His proposal is socially irresponsible because it will cause great harm to children in families headed by parents or caregivers with severe barriers to employment who will not be able to meet strict work requirements or support their families without assistance after two years.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1House Co-Sponsors, please contact Mireille Coyle, Chairman Cabral’s office, 617-722-2140, or Mireille.Coyle@hou.state.ma.us 
Senate Co-Sponsors, please contact: Josh Krintzman, Sen. Creem’s office, 617-722-1639, 

or Joshua.Krintzman@state.ma.us
For more information, contact Elizabeth Toulan, Family Economic Initiative, 617-603-1626, etoulan@gbls.org. 
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