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Frequently Used Terms for Sexual and Domestic Violence Cases

	English
	Definition
	Translation

	A

	
	

	Abused

	
	

	Abuser/ Batterer

	
	

	Acquaintance rape

	
	

	Acquit

	
	

	Acquittal

	
	

	Advocate

	
	

	Affidavit

	
	

	Affordable housing

	
	

	Against her/ his will

	
	

	Age of consent

	
	

	Aggravated criminal sodomy

	
	

	Aggravated incest

	
	

	Aggravated indecent liberties with a child

	
	

	Aggravated Menacing

	
	

	Aggressor

	
	

	Ally

	
	

	Appeals court

	
	

	Arraignment

	
	

	Assault

	
	

	Assault and Battery

	
	

	Attempted rape

	
	

	Attorney

	
	

	Attorney-client privilege

	
	

	B

	
	

	Bail 
	
	

	Batterer
	
	

	Battery
	
	

	Beyond a reasonable doubt
	
	

	Bilingual
	
	

	Blackmail
	
	

	Blame
	
	

	Bodily injury
	
	

	Bribery
	
	

	Brochure
	
	

	C
	
	

	Child custody
	
	

	Child endangerment
	
	

	Child molestation
	
	

	Child sexual abuse
	
	

	Child sexual exploitation
	
	

	Child support
	
	

	Civil case
	
	

	Civil Protection Order
	
	

	Clerk of the court
	
	

	Coalition Against Sexual and Domestic Violence

	
	

	Coerce
	
	

	Commercial sexual exploitation

	
	

	Confidential
	
	

	Consensual dating
	
	

	Consent
	
	

	Contempt of Court
	
	

	Control 
	
	

	Conviction 
	
	

	Cooperate 
	
	

	Counseling 
	
	

	Court order 
	
	

	Court proceedings 
	
	

	Court records 
	
	

	Courtroom 
	
	

	Crime 
	
	

	Crime Victims’ Compensation 

	
	

	Crisis Hotline
	
	

	D
	
	

	Danger 
	
	

	Date rape 
	
	

	Defendant (civil) 
	
	

	Defendant (criminal) 
	
	

	Deny


	
	

	Direct or circumstantial evidence  

	
	

	Discovery 
	
	

	Dismiss 
	
	

	Divorce 
	
	

	Docket 
	
	

	Documentation 
	
	

	Domestic battery 


	
	

	Domestic Relations Court
	
	

	Domestic violence 
	
	

	Domestic violence advocate 
	
	

	Dominance 
	
	

	Drug-facilitated sexual assault 

	
	

	E
	
	

	Effective Communication

	
	

	Elder sexual abuse
	
	

	Emergency contraception 
	
	

	Emergency order 
	
	

	Emergency room 
	
	

	Emotional abuse 
	
	

	Enforcement 
	
	

	Entitlement (public benefits) 

	
	

	Evidence 
	
	

	F
	
	

	Family Court


	
	

	Fear 


	
	

	Felonious assault
	
	

	Felony 
	
	

	Fondling 
	
	

	Force and fear, by means of 
	
	

	Forced prostitution 
	
	

	Forced sexual contact 
	
	

	Forced sodomy 
	
	

	Former spouse 


	
	

	Foster parent
	
	

	Free will 
	
	

	G
	
	

	Gender 
	
	

	Genital 
	
	

	Genital trauma


	
	

	Gross sexual imposition  
	
	

	H
	
	

	Harassment 
	
	

	Hearing 
	
	

	Homicide 
	
	

	Humiliate 
	
	

	I
	
	

	Immigration custody 


	
	

	Immigrant survivor


	
	

	Immigration issues
	
	

	Imminent physical harm 


	
	

	Inappropriate touching
	
	

	Incest 
	
	

	Indecent liberties with a child 

	
	

	Injury 
	
	

	Intimate contact 
	
	

	Intimate partner 
	
	

	Intimate partner rape 
	
	

	Intimate partner sexual assault 

	
	

	Intimate partner sexual violence 

	
	

	Intimidate 
	
	

	Isolation 
	
	

	J
	
	

	Joint custody


	
	

	Jurisdiction


	
	

	K
	
	

	Kicking 
	
	

	Kidnapping 
	
	

	L
	
	

	Law enforcement 
	
	

	Law enforcement officer 
	
	

	Legal advise 
	
	

	Legal age, of 
	
	

	Legal services 
	
	

	Lewd act with a child 
	
	

	Lewd fondling 
	
	

	Local domestic violence and/ or sexual assault program 

	
	

	M
	
	

	Male Entitlement 
	
	

	Male privilege 
	
	

	Manipulate 
	
	

	Marital rape 
	
	

	Medical exam 


	
	

	Menacing by stalking
	
	

	Minimizing 
	
	

	Misdemeanor 
	
	

	Mutual order 
	
	

	N
	
	

	National Domestic Violence Hotline 

	
	

	National Sexual Assault Hotline

	
	

	O
	
	

	Offender 
	
	

	Offense 


	
	

	Order of protection
	
	

	P
	
	

	Parole 
	
	

	Pattern of behavior 
	
	

	Pedophile 
	
	

	Penetrate 
	
	

	Penetration 
	
	

	Perpetrator


	
	

	Petition 


	
	

	Petitioner
	
	

	Physical contact 
	
	

	Plaintiff (civil) 
	
	

	Plaintiff (criminal) 
	
	

	Police 
	
	

	Police report 
	
	

	Pornography 
	
	

	Power and control 


	
	

	Predator
	
	

	Probation 
	
	

	Probation office 
	
	

	Prosecutor 
	
	

	Prosecutor’s office 
	
	

	Protection From Abuse Order (PFA)

	
	

	Protection From Stalking Order (PFS) 

	
	

	Protection order 


	
	

	Proof of facts
	
	

	Provide 
	
	

	Public benefits 
	
	

	Pushing 
	
	

	R
	
	

	Rape 
	
	

	Rape shield law 
	
	

	Rape, statutory 
	
	

	Rapist 
	
	

	Referral 
	
	

	Report 


	
	

	Respondent 


	
	

	Register as a sex offender
	
	

	Restrain 
	
	

	Restraining order 
	
	

	S
	
	

	Safety 
	
	

	Safety plan 
	
	

	Safety planning 
	
	

	Self-defense 
	
	

	Services 
	
	

	Sex crimes 
	
	

	Sex offender 
	
	

	Sexual abuse 
	
	

	Sexual abuse by a sibling 
	
	

	Sexual assault 
	
	

	Sexual assault advocate 
	
	

	Sexual assault forensic exam 

	
	

	Sexual assault nurse examiner 

	
	

	Sexual Assault Response Team (SART)
 
	
	

	Sexual battery 
	
	

	Sexual harassment 
	
	

	Sexual intercourse/ relations 


	
	

	Sexual motivation specification

	
	

	Sexual predator 
	
	

	Sexual violence 
	
	

	Shoving


	
	

	Shelter
	
	

	Sodomy 
	
	

	Spouse 
	
	

	Stalker 
	
	

	Stalking 
	
	

	Stalking behaviors 
	
	

	Statistics 
	
	

	Statute of limitations 
	
	

	Strangling 
	
	

	Supervised visitation 
	
	

	Support 
	
	

	Survivor 
	
	

	T
	
	

	Tactics 
	
	

	Targeted 


	
	

	Temporary Order of Protection 


	
	

	Temporary Order of Support


	
	

	Temporary removal of child
	
	

	Testify 
	
	

	Threats 
	
	

	Time off from work 
	
	

	Trauma 
	
	

	U
	
	

	Undermine the victim’s sense of self


	
	

	Unlawful sexual conduct with a minor


	
	

	U-Visa Certification  
	
	

	V
	
	

	Verdict 
	
	

	Victim 
	
	

	Victimization 
	
	

	Violate 
	
	

	Visitation 
	
	

	W
	
	

	Without consent 
	
	

	Witness 
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