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Legal Terminology – Criminal Procedure

	English
	Definition
	Translation

	statute
revised code
law 

jurisprudence

	
	

	due process


	
	

	constitutional rights


	
	

	traffic violation

	
	

	civil case


	
	

	file a civil complaint

civil suit

to sue 


	
	

	plaintiff

defendant

respondent

	
	

	criminal case


	
	

	criminal act


	
	

	criminal intent


	
	

	investigation


	
	

	crime, to commit 
crime, to report

	
	

	offense
crime

violation


	
	

	infraction
petty offense

	
	

	misdemeanor
	
	

	felony
	
	

	degree, of misdemeanor or felony  


	
	

	aggravating circumstances

	
	

	witness

suspect 
defendant 

	
	

	victim
	
	

	complaint, to file
	
	

	charges, to file, to press
	
	

	to search

to frisk


	
	

	search warrant
	
	

	unlawful search
	
	

	arrest warrant
	
	

	arrest 
	
	

	book, to 
	
	

	fingerprints
	
	

	mug shot
	
	

	line up
	
	

	record check
	
	

	priors
	
	

	Miranda
	
	

	questioning 

interrogations
	
	

	defense attorney
public defender
court-appointed attorney
privately retained


	
	

	to hire/retain/employ an attorney

	
	

	to be entitled to
to have the right to
	
	

	to be represented by

	
	

	to confer/speak/talk with an attorney
	
	

	lawyer
	
	

	counsel
	
	

	bail, to set

bail, to post
bail, to schedule

bail (to be free on)
bail, to jump


	
	

	flight risk
	
	

	O.R. (own recognizance) 
	
	

	to release
	
	

	to prosecute
	
	

	probable cause
	
	

	to remand
	
	

	in custody
	
	

	preliminary hearing
	
	

	arraignment


	
	

	initial appearance
	
	

	court 

	
	

	judge
	
	

	court, the

bench, the


	
	

	the people /state /government 

prosecution


	
	

	court reporter
stenographer

tape recording


	
	

	record, the
	
	

	bailiff
	
	

	clerk
	
	

	defendant identified
	
	

	attorney appointed or identified

	
	

	nature of the charge (s)

reading of the complaint

reading of the indictment 


	
	

	complaint
	
	

	indictment
	
	

	grand jury
	
	

	counts
	
	

	dismiss the case (by the judge)

	
	

	with prejudice

without prejudice


	
	

	drop the charges (by prosecutor)

	
	

	bind over for trial
	
	

	advisement of rights
	
	

	legal status
	
	

	deportation
	
	

	exclusion from admission to the usa


	
	

	denial of naturalization
	
	

	waive rights


	
	

	waive time 
	
	

	waive speedy trial
	
	

	plea, to

enter a plea


	
	

	to plead guilty
to plead not guilty

to plead no contest, 

to plead nolo contendere


	
	

	not guilty by reason of insanity


	
	

	status conference

status hearings

	
	

	in chambers

in camera


	
	

	side bar 
	
	

	plea bargain
	
	

	PSI pre-sentence investigation
	
	

	report
	
	

	probation
	
	

	probation officer
	
	

	diversion
	
	

	community service
	
	

	community sanctions 
	
	

	trial


	
	

	fair trial


	
	

	trial by judge

bench trial

trial by jury


	
	

	speedy and public trial


	
	

	double jeopardy


	
	

	continuance
	
	

	subpoena witnesses 

to serve a subpoena


	
	

	motion
	
	

	suppression hearing 
	
	

	grant, to

deny, to

	
	

	jury box
	
	

	voire dire


	
	

	impanel


	
	

	exclude

excuse
	
	

	alternate juror
	
	

	swear in

take an oath
affirm, to


	
	

	perjury
	
	

	presumption of innocence
	
	

	burden of proof
	
	

	beyond a reasonable doubt
	
	

	privilege
	
	

	self-incrimination
	
	

	to confront
	
	

	opening statements
	
	

	expert witness
	
	

	take the stand
	
	

	witness stand
	
	

	testify
	
	

	testimony
	
	

	examination of witness
	
	

	evidence
	
	

	states/defense exhibit
	
	

	marked for identification
	
	

	admitted into evidence
	
	

	direct examination
	
	

	cross-examination
	
	

	re-direct
	
	

	to object
	
	

	sustained
	
	

	overruled
	
	

	rule, to
	
	

	re-cross
	
	

	strike, to
	
	

	leading
	
	

	non-responsive
	
	

	compound
	
	

	hearsay
	
	

	stipulate
	
	

	closing arguments
	
	

	rebuttal 
	
	

	rest
	
	

	jury instructions
	
	

	foreman
	
	

	retire
	
	

	deliberations
	
	

	verdict
	
	

	unanimous
	
	

	hung jury
	
	

	mistrial
	
	

	acquittal
	
	

	find guilty
	
	

	lesser included offense
	
	

	conviction
	
	

	sentence
	
	

	concurrent

consecutive


	
	

	to impose 
	
	

	penalty
	
	

	assessments
	
	

	fine
	
	

	restitution
	
	

	jail
	
	

	prison
	
	

	appeal
	
	

	parole 
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