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HUD’s policies on the options for tenants displaced from HUD multifamily housing as a result of declared disasters and some limited options for other households are at Chapter 38 of HUD’s Handbook 4350.1. Chapter 38 is titled “Multifamily Emergency/Disaster Guidance”.  This is just a summary of HUD policies. To see Chapter 38, click here or go to http://www.hud.gov/offices/adm/hudclips/handbooks/hsgh/4350.1/43501c38HSGH.doc
Here are some important benefits and opportunities for HUD tenants and others displaced by the storms:
· Opportunity to Return to Damaged HUD Developments after Repair.
Households that were displaced from HUD multifamily developments as a result of the storms must be provided the opportunity to return to the unit they occupied at the time of the storm, (or a similar unit,) if and when the unit is repaired, restored or otherwise becomes available for re-occupancy.  

Multifamily owners and management companies must use their best efforts to locate displaced residents. Displaced residents should maintain contact with the owner/agent of the development affected by the storms and provide up to date contact information.


Owners must inform all displaced households in writing at least 60 days before the expected date the unit will be ready for re-occupancy. 

· Availability of Temporary Housing in Other HUD Multifamily Developments for Displaced Residents.
Owners of multifamily housing in the declared disaster area and elsewhere can rent vacant units on a temporary basis to FEMA certified residents of HUD housing who were displaced by the storm while their subsidized unit is being repaired. Short-term leases (generally 30 days renewable) are required.
The rent for these temporary rentals is the rent that was in effect before the disaster was declared. 
· Waiting List Preferences for Displaced Residents. 
Displaced residents of certain HUD multifamily developments must be given priority over other applicants for either temporary or permanent housing in other multifamily properties (known as Sections 221(d)(3), 221(d)(4), 22(d)(3) BMIR and 236 housing). In HUD housing for the elderly or disabled (known as Sections 202 or 811 housing) vacant units can only be provided to FEMA-certified displacees if there is no waiting list. 
· Residents of Damaged Section 8 Project-based Units May be Able to Use the Subsidy Elsewhere on a Temporary Basis.
Owners of Section 8 project-based housing that is uninhabitable but will be repaired may use the voucher subsidy it normally receives from HUD to rent a unit elsewhere for the tenant. The owner of the damaged unit can sign a temporary lease on a unit that meets HUD standards on behalf of a displaced resident, use the voucher to pay the contract rent, with the resident responsible for tenant share.
· Permission for Displaced Residents to Stay as Guests in Friend/Family’s Subsidized Unit.

 If an owner of HUD multifamily housing agrees, and if there is no serious health or safety problem, FEMA certified displaced individuals or families can move in with family/friends on a temporary basis – generally for not more than 90 days. In some cases, these “guests” may have to sign leases.

· Multifamily Owners Should Give Tenants Reasonable Time to Return After Repair.

HUD encourages multifamily owners to hold repaired units off the market and not start eviction actions against displaced tenants for a reasonable time while the former resident is located and given a reasonable period to re-occupy, generally about 60 days after being notified.
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