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UN High Commissioner for Refugees:  

FY15: 59.5 Million forcibly displaced worldwide 

 19.5 million refugees worldwide at the end of 2014, 

around 2.9 million more than in 2013 

 42,500 persons per day to leave their homes and seek 

protection elsewhere, either within the borders of their 

countries or in other countries 

 50% of refugees were under 18 years old and 49% were 

female 

 86% of refugees hosted by Developing Countries; 

Turkey is largest with 1.59M  

 50% live in urban areas;↑ from prior years 

 

Global Data: “Persons of Concern” 



International Law: 1951 Refugee 

Convention Article 1(A)2, the term 

“refugee” shall apply to any person 

who 

 “…owing to a well-founded fear of 

being persecuted for reasons of 

race, religion, nationality, 

membership of a particular 

social group or political opinion, 

is outside the country of his 

nationality, and is unable to, or 

owing to such fear, is unwilling 

to avail himself of the protection 

of that country.” 

Global Definition: Refugee 

. 



Durable Solutions (in order of 

preference) 

1. Voluntary Repatriation to home country 

2. Local integration into country of first 

asylum 

3. Resettlement to 3rd country: less than 1% 

of refugees worldwide are resettled to 3rd 

country 

Options for Refugees 



 Top 5 Countries of Origin: Burma, Iraq, Somalia, Democratic 

Republic of Congo, Bhutan 

 Syria FY16: 567 
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Access to US Refugee Admissions 

Program 

Source: 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/image

s/wh_blog_refugee_workflow_1125.jpgWhite House.gov 



 
 
 
 

 





 



 
 
 


